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Figure 11. Overall distribution of scores on Word List Delayed Recognition (Foils) Test. 

TABLE 1. Overall Distribution of Test Scores (Nondemented Sample, n = 374) 

Test 

10th 

na Range (SD) Median Score 
Observed Mean Percentile 

HMSE Total 374 13-30 25.4(4.0) 27 19 

Verbal fluency 
HMSE Calculation 346 0 -5 3.2 (1.7) 4 0 

Fruits 3 74 1-18 8.2 (2.8) 8 4 

Fruits + animals 373 5-38 19.9 (5.6) 20 12 

Constructional praxis 357 0-1 2 8.5 (3.1) 9 3 
Word list learning 3 70 3-24 14.9 (4.1) 15 9 
Word list recall 370 0-1 0 4.8 (2.2) 5 1 

Originals 370 2-1 0 9.2 (1.3) 10 7 

Animals 373 3-25 11.7 (3.7) 11  6 

Object naming 362 7-15 l4.4(1.1) 15 13 

Word list recognition 

Foils 3 70 0-1 0 8.7 (2.3) 10 6 

Moore. HMSE = Hindi Mental State Exam. 
asample size is less than 374 for some tests because some subjects dld not complete all tests. 

DISCUSSION 

Culture and the Measurement of Cognitive Functioning 

Cognitive functioning is a product primarily of brain structure and physiology, 
which are assumed not to vary among populations. However, cognitive perfor- 
mance is also derived from knowledge base, acquired skills, etc., which are 
clearly influenced by culture and education. It is therefore difficult to measure 
“brain functioning” independently of the effects of culture and education. Tests 
of general and specific cognitive functioning that are standardized in, and 
appropriate for, members of one culture may be inappropriate, in form or 
content or both, for another culture. Thus, the form and content of the modified 
task should be selectedprimarily based on the scope of the cognitive function(s) 
being measured. Floor effects can affect the usefulness of the test as a screening 
tool for dementia; ceiling effects may not affect screening but can hinder the 


